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TY X05 Commifionrt, | 


| (| >: Y Preſented to the Commiſsioners of the 8 


Lords and Commons of the Parliament 
of ENG LAND, now Aﬀembled . 
at YXBRIDGE, 


of - -- WT TM 
{& A Letter from aGrave Divine of the Aſſem. $ | 


bly to an Honourable Perſon concern- 
ing the TREAT Ye 


"Wo Asi it wasſenc Printed from Loydes, wherein | 7 
wn (bythcirown confeſſion) it is moſt evident the 


K1NG's Commiſſioners have” offered- all 
Reaſon concerning the Church.Government. 


[3326552035308] 


OXFORD 


IS 
= W 


= 
- 


/& - (pz 


Pods Ce 


A \ 


by. | Printed by Ls ONAR D Lisapt s LD, Printerto : 


A if qe 
bs « vb \,£ 
. $534 
bY - Wa 3 > : *%u 
Rr . X Re ae r 6 * 4. 
- EA? bog the 2 
, 46 be = F og 
*= 7 by P « . 
* Fax. 4 ' n y 
[ wes 8 ” Wk FA \ P Jt th 
x* = ie "aft 4 0 
4. .. 
[3 ” p * vs 
+* "PP. - 45 
33 IF 
+ Re 
[ Py _ 
bk 
5 2-3 IE 4 
C4 py - £ ” 
o * 


"s. 


%. *% 


ws; 
YR 
7 


a WW 
. =; 


Nor 


IMI 


\ * » = A - a -7 l A c , 4 | ve a af pas ad 
IS IENEWE Fhd-lJ-bdtk ho DAI 


Rt © 
1 wo a es 


. 4 oO - 
th, 0) 9, A 
KOAPALIIGTLINEI | 
ate. Q ! 
NT I 0 aw 
IF W 


z 


$6.4 
* Fl 4 
NW 

— ll v 


vr 


- A 
of A IVLS- 
A I>Þ> 
{<T « a 
» a « 4 Tg 
ET, __ 


For. the uniting and reconciling all differences 
berwets us inthemantcr of Religiomand pro- 
curing ableffed Peave, We are willing | 


Le Has frevdom be left toul , of what opint- 
Rs 08 feever 119 111 &rs of — and that all 

} the penabiies of the Lewes and Cuftomes which 
we enjoyme theſe Ceremumics, be ſwſpenara, 


IT. That the Biſhops ſhall exerciſe no Att of [uriſdifti- 
on or Orination; withow the confent awd counſell of the. 
Presbycers, Who ſhall be choſen bythe Clergieuf each Dito- 
Ceſee , on? of the learmexſs and 2raveſf Miniſters of that Div- 


Sefee, 


I1T-k. That the Biſhop keepe his eonſflunt reſidence in hs 


Dioceſe, exrept when he ſhail-be required by his Majeſtveto 
_ attend Him mn, cher And hex if he not hindered by 


the infirmties of old egevr fickmiſſe , he preach every Sunday 
in ſome Church within bis Dioceſe, 


I'V. That the Orditation of Miniſters ſhall bealwayes 
#n apubliqqeand ſolemnemannet,andwety ſtritt Rules obſer - 
vcd concerning the ſuffietencie and other qualifieations of 


thoſe menwhojhall be receivedinto holy Orders; and the Bi- 


ſhop ſhall not receive any into holy Orders without the Z- 


"probation and conſent of the Pretbyters , or the major pers. 
of t het, 
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EF £.  V. Thatcompetent maintenance and proviſionbe eſtabli- 


ſhed by Ail of Parliament to ſuchVicarages as belong t0 Bi- 


| ſhops, Deanes andChapters,ont of the Impropriations, and ac- 
cording to the value of thoſe Impropriations of the ſeverall 


Pariſhes. 


V1. That for the time to comeno man ſhall be capable of 
two Parſonages or Ficarages with cure of Soules.. 


VII. That toward the ſetling of the publike. Peace, 
100000! ſhall be raiſed by Att of Parliament out of the e« 
ſtates of Biſhops, Deanes and Chapters in ſuch manner as ſhal 
bethought fitbythe King and two Houſes of Parliament. 
without the alienation of any ofthe ſaid Lands. 


VIII. Thatthe Inriſdiitiows in Cauſes Teſtamentary, 
Decimals and Matrimoniall, be ſetled in ſuch manner as- 
ſhall ſeems mo#t convenient by the King and two Houſes of 
Parliament,and likewiſe that one or more Adts of Parlia- 
ent be paſt for regulating of Viſitations,and againſt immo- 
derate Fees in Eccleſtaſticall Courts, and the abuſes by fri- 
wvolows Excommunications,and all other abuſes inthe exerciſe- 
of EccleſiaFticall Iuriſdittion, in ſuch manner as ſhall be a- 
greed upon by His Majef#y and both Houſes of Parliament, 


And if your Lordſhips ſhall inſiſt upon any other thing: 
which your Lerdſhips ſhall think neceflary for Re- 
formation, Weſhall very willingly apply Our ſelves : 

totheconfiderationthereof. | 
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A Letter froma Divine Lov=gy, 
toan Honourable Perſon, concerning the _ 


Uxbridge T reaty. 


> 26 CG: Shallaccording to my cuſtome give you no- 
a*G. tice of the chiefe Occurrents which this 


= 
— 


daies produced little; but when the buſinefle of the Church retur-- 
ned againe, although there was great contention tokeep upall for 
the Prelaricall party in its former height, and to that purpoſc little 
done in the two firlt daies, befides Diſputarion betwixt their Di- 
vines and ours, they holding ſtiffely thar Epiſcopacy wasinltituted- 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and thatthe deſtroying 1t would induce. 
Sacriledge, and beagainſt the Kings Oath, direaly taken to pre- 
ferve the Biſhops; yetat the third and laſt day the great Lords and 
other Commiſſioners on their ſide beganto ſpeake ſome reaſon; 
and though forſooth to pleaſe the Divines they would nor yeeld to 
our Bill inthe forme rthatir was offered to them; yer to tel] truth 
between youand me, they have done more then ever we thought 
they would have done, and that ( as cunning as they are ) which 
will ferve our turnes as well as if they had paſt the whole Bill, 
and ſet up Presbyterie as high as we deſire it ſhould be ſer; for yu 
| A 3 know. 


| exeuld piveur bathnlc caſe fromour former preflares, 
EONS navclofextal tint power, - andgive us manyinſitond 
235 oa” nw 4 Bne thatwhich we defire,is ſuch 
FD - aroRecas Wi be mot agrecabj tothe W ord of God, accerdine'to 
car Covenant/apd tothe Civill State, which being of a King ruling 
in Parliame=*. and doing nothing þur upon the Advice and Gon- 
dofir of O'S great Councell, ts'dreMy' propettiomable towhar is 
hex offeredin the-Church byrhe Biſhop and his Presbyrters, who 
alſ6 pom liners mens Cletgy,as our Knithts arid Bargrfles are 
by the Free- hokdere. tfthisbe refalvedom, we ſhall have cur good 

- Lord Biſhops alittle hamb!er thehthey were,and if you mat k,they 
muſt be ſet to Preaching too, and if thzy doe that according o this 
order once a week, we ſhall not heare ſooften from their\Courrs, 
-bar oftuer from ehoir Pulpars, where we ſhall be as glad ro meer 
them,as before we were lorry inthir other more chargeable place. 
lhave here incloſetithe ſeveral Propeſitions which were then 

B offered, and bythe Poſtſcript you wilt perceive that they are nor 
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wefe-will nor ſerve. But if al! theſe be onee really granied,and that 
grant formedintoxLaw,or Lawes, afd-moulded handſemely io a 
Partiamcntary way, I thisk we ſhaFi not need trouble them with 
more'Propeſitions, whatſoever were fartherraken from them,and 
addedto the Progbytery,would mile thateoverninent Teſs conve- 
nientfor ourturne, and withina while bringus rewesofas many 
grievances fromthat, as you and T have ever takt of in'the other. 
- Ant! rrulyunder the' Rofe I fee-nort what more to ack; For yourkrow 
and remember what thoſe grievances were, which moved usto 
think eamcſtly of a change, andbecauſe we conld not be heard in 
op jult defircs,arlengih to proceed rothet Ordinance and our Co- 
venantapeinſtroot end branch; and foraPresbyreryin its ſtead. 
One waethe Antichriftian Tyranny of the Biſhops upon cur Con- 
foiences in point of Ceremonies, which were preſtſo hard where 
there was any Law toavow' it,and brought in fo infidioufly where 
there was none, and all our godly Minifters Glenced that would 
notobey the firft, and difcountenanced and keprour of preferments 
that would-not adva- 2: the ſecond fore, a} of us blaſted for Pars- 
tanrandReand-beais, and, when they durſt; ceived ro Courts, yo 
7 s 
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now foftrait laced, but that they will heare of forme more too, if 
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ſcience conformeto thoſerraitions of (man. Well.now: you ſec 
thei ſtomacks are comedownthey-with 
 Intheir firſt Propoſition,and fo Iewelll*Cevemonics;and Biſhops 
Courts, and 'Viſttations, that-never loekt after nothing elſe burthe 
obſervation of theſe. TC -- | 
Another thing that we were wont todiflike intbem;was:their 
Lording it over the Clergy,no body worthy ro doe anypthingabeuiyc 
the gevernmentofthe Church, but my good Lordi 

| Chancellour,and Othciall;and they could doe what: they; pleaſed, 
and no body permitted to interpoſe for us,. butiexcommunications. 
come out againſtus, ſomtimes,beforc ever:we heardathat we were: 


muſt have as much to doe in all Atsof juriſditionasihe, andhkee 
cannever doe any thing without the conſent of all,orarileati aina+ 
_ Jor parrof them,and it they willbe ſo baſe asto complot and con» 
cerre with him againſt us, eſpecially when ctheyare:ahoſen-by;the- 
Clergy, and have nodependance on him. I confuſle: I canner” 
much hope for avy great comfortor joy we ſhould hayegeaped,; it : 
thewhole governmeat had by wayof perfe@tparity: been put into ' 
Presbytershands, . 
Another quarre]l we had tothem, (and that ſure ſo;jult an one, 
that the Papiſts themſelves infiſted upon it vehemently inthe: 
Councell of Trent)was their non reficence from. their Diccefie, 
but living attheir caſe or pleaſure whereſoever they-would.& ne- 
ver preaching ſome of them) onee ina twelve: month..Butnow 
inthe third Propoſition they muſt-be fent home: fromtithing to- 
tithjng, if they are vagrant,and kept oloſetorherr dury,and taughr- 
to'Preacn again, which their greatneffe had-made then forget,and: 
you ſhillſce how handſomely ſome of -rhem- will doe- it: onceav 
. weck, who neverpenda'Sermoryer but what -they had fweat a : 
month for. | L 
Again yon know nothing was more frequently and , juſtlydc- 
elaimedat, then the ſtealing in ofunworthy menymethbe-Clorgy, .. 
 arthe window or the backdore, who gonl notwenture an-the * 
courferequired toafaireadmitrance: and henas twitcharto.many:: 
Popiſh idle feJlowes that were for nothing but-ceramonies,.ame'” 
readingof prayers, andf0inany-debaucht ignorant fellayosorepy 
lito-? 


ighCommiſſion,beemſs-we would: nof, (ke. Youuld not. in. cone: 


willheareteaſor:inthis point: 


Bihop;;and his; 


inthe Conrtz Butnow in the ſecond -Propoſition. the Prasbyrers- 
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.=.- _.- igtoBenefices, or Curateſhips. Now the fourth Propoſition if ie 4 _; 
Me 2 may be obſerved, will make fufficient proviſion againſt all this,and - <4 
provide for us a ſutficient orthadox,learned, paintull,orderly Cler. 
gy, andif ſuch Lawes when they are made, be negleRed, I know 
not what to ſay, but thac if thatour wholebi/l had paſt, we-ſhould 
 haveſti)l beenin thar danger. 

Another intollcrable abuſe was, for tke Biſhops and Cathedrall 
Churches who held Impropriations,and ought to have taken good 
earc forthe ſerving of the Churches, and to have given good ex. 
ample to the Laity, did yet moſt {candalouſly leave a Vicar to diſ- 
charge the whole burthen,& adde nothing to his Vicaridge,which 
was worth ſometimes but 20 Nablesa yeare, ſometimes bur little 
more, and accordingly was fitted with fome poor foule thac would 
ſir down upon ſuch a penſion. But now the fifth Propofition makes 
proviſion for that, and I hope the Parliament will notleavethem 
to propertion it, but appoyntthem to make every ſuch Vicarage 
worth5olor 100 mark per a»nwmar the lealt , aud let the pariſh 
have ſuch an one as they like, to enjoy it, and preach conſtantly a» 
mongthem, 

In the nex: place yon know how juſtly we compiained of the 
twoſteeples,the ſpirituallBygamy orPolygamy,8& whar a horrible 1 
corruption that was in it ſelfe,and what conſcquents attended ir, | 
that che Kings and Lords Chaplains muſt have all, (every man his 
rot quot &- omyes) and an honeſt man not able to get ane, but con- 
tent himſelfe witha Cure or a Leture, and rake all the pains for a 
pittance, when the far Pluraliſt had 2 or 3 hundred a yearfor doing 
nothins.But now,thcir fixth Propoſition hath fercht them off from 
their Iewiſh Polygamy,& will make every one live withhis own 
wife according to the Apoſtles rule of « benevolence, and then the 

' wife will be brought to love and reverence her hueband. 

Again you know how oft we have talkt of the riches of the Bi. 
ſhops and Cathedral] Churches which came into them for doing 
of nothing, while the Country Clergy could ſcarce pay their firſt 
Fruits, Tenths,and Sublidics,& live in any tolerable manner upon 
the remainder, and thar inall charges,the poor Vicar(being ſohigh 
in the Kings books) bad nothing to think of but kaw he might pro- 
vide for bread, and payments. But now the ſeventh Propoſition 

layes thaton che right ſhoulders,and (beſides that L hope this my 
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I ../©be raiſed ou ſo few, andchoſe for the moſt part old men;. will | 


be a pretty : fleecing of them after the ſequeltrations are raken 
.off;, -annd by that tinie that burthen is off from their ſhoulders, 
itis to be hoped that honeſt and grave men of our friends may 
be gotten: into their places, who ſure may deſerve ro enjoy 
what thcſe are fit oncly te receive, and pay 18, to the goed 
of the State, | ; 
You know eur laſt but foreſt grievance was Eccleſiaſticall 
Courrs, which no body could keep from having to doe with 
ſometimes, if not about Ceremonies, yet abcut probars of 
Wills and Tythes, &c. and when once we came into their 
clutches, then-Maſter O fficsa/l, and Maſter Regifter, and Malter 
Proftor, and Maſter Goodwan Apparitor, mult have cach their 
penniworths gut of us ; Bur now the eight Propofition hath 
releaſed us from all thoſefetters, and preſſures; and the: wiſe 
dome of Parliament, I hope, (to whom it is referred) will pur 
it into fone directer and eaficr courſe by intruſting the com- 
mon law with it, or finding out ſome other way which ſhall be 
molt agreeable, and medicinal] to our difeaſe. 


And raly let me make you my Confeflor, I know not what » 


can make the Parliament anſatisfied in this poynt of the 
Church, the firſt and main part of our Treaty; (it the Aidirin 
and {re/axd may be agreed on) unlefle it be that, concerning 
the Lands, which you know are to be giventothe Scors, as ap- 
Peares by the reference inour Bill to that in Zdinbargh, Bur 
this our Aſſembly i beleeve will cake as il], as the Prelates, for 
all of them, that I ever m:x with, are againſt alienating of the 
Lands toany bar ſacred uſrs; and the truth is, the giving them 
to the Scors { if they were alienated) would give them too 
greatahold in our Kingdom,cvcry Biſhoprick will plant them 
ina faire mannorand demeancsin cach Dioceſe through Eng- 
land and Wales, and then having a third part in the Commiſli- 
on for the Afilirie, chough they may if they pleaſe be by tar 
the beter firted to be the Confervators of the Peace of the 
Kingdome, yer if they fhould have any reſpet to theirowne 
incerelts, any ambitious or inſidious defignes, this with the 
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Kingdomes. | ; 
The truth is, 1 heare ſome conceive themſelvesobliged by 


the Covenant which we have taken, notto lay downe Armes 


Without root and branch, the abſolute abolition of the whole 
erder, But ſuretheſe men doecither not marke, or not under- 
ſtand the Covenant aright. For to that part of it which con» 
cernes our Brethren of Sce:/and;; and the ſecuring of them in 
the continuance of their Government againſt the Machinati- 
ons of the Prelates here (which ſure was the ſole reaſon that 


at their late'comming in, they deſired we ſhonld joyne with 
them jn-that Covenant) I haveno reaſon to doubr but that 


worke is done. | 
And for that which eoncernes this Kingdome, the taking 


away the preſent Forme of Prelacy by Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, 


Deanes and Chapters, &c. 
1, I conceive that all that we have fworne, is but to endea- 
vour that, and in that we can perfea]y fatishe our (elves; that 


if the ſpending our Efates, venturing our Lives, Coing what | 
cver the Parliament hath required of ns, may becalled Endeas - 


vouring, we have then diſcharged our Oath. 

2. I make nodoubt,bur if anew Forme of Government be 
drawne up according to the Propofitions now offered, it will 
be quite another Forme from that of Arch-Biſhops, &e. 

And 3. I muſt adde, that-we meant not to take away what 
was good or lawfull, but onely that which was unlawtull and 
grievous; and many of the Aﬀembly in expoundingthe Cove- 
nanttotheir people, rold them that it was not againſt a mode= 
rate or limited Preſidency or Epiſcopacy, (wherein Presby- 
ters ſhould have joynt ſociall power) but enely againſt the ſole 
ryrannicall Antichriſtian power of Biſhops, &c. 

4. To ſhrift my ſelfe to you; feeing we have generally con- 
feſt that it is not lawfull to fight for Religion, eſpecially for ſo 
light a part of it,as the Government of the Church, we ſhould 
not be able to ſtand roour Principles, if we ſhould break the 
Treaty for Peace upon theſe Tearmes , and fall to fighting 


againe, . 


they have alttady both in Zogteed and Zroliad, may. 
fire ſtep roward the Command of all he three 
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Ine, which you know we profeſle to'doe, enelyanthatother 
Ic, apex ge” f EW ESIOY, 
F ground of defendiog the Priviledges of Parliament, and that © 
:.-" guſtlegall power of theirs ofbringing Delinquents tocondiene . 

. puniſhment; and if they be oppoſed in it, of raiſing the P 

Regni, for that purpoſe. IN ret . ty 
1 have kept you too lang in this difcourſe, the Concluſion - :>. . 

whercof ſhall be willing to give you ſome reward for your pa 
tience of all this trouble, by telling. you whar I heare ; that : 
though theſe Propoſitions be not yet accepted, yer if the two ® 
other buſineſſes can be compoſed in the other ſixe dayes, there | 
will be ewodayes of the Twenty left; and inthem, ifno more 
will be yeelded to, theſe that are offercd ſhall be accepted, 
which may. produce a happy Peace. For whieh that it maybe 
to Gods gtory, and the fatisfaRion of all our Conſciences, that 
we have ſincerely done our duties, is the Prayer of 


Fr B. 17, Tour Lordſhips, ec, 
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